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Message from the President
It’s late in the school year and writing about the coming months with no idea of what
might happen creates an awkward dilemma for any columnist. Some things will occur with
measured certainty, like taxes, the sun rising or Monday following Sunday but second
guessing the future, namely the quirky human kind, is great fiction at best. Reflecting about
what has been or what might be, however, is a different story altogether. Most of us have 20-20
hindsight and we all know exactly what we would do differently if only we could rewind
Father Time. It’s a good thing we can’t because the outcome might not be to our liking after all.
Perhaps we should just be content with our almost perfect 20-20 understanding of the past and
use that knowledge to create a better future.
With this in mind, the start of summer is a good time to reflect on what has been
accomplished in this past school year. Now is a good time
to start planning changes we would like to make for the
start up of the next school year.
Our annual USCMA conference will be held on June
21 at Hillside Middle. There we will have an opportunity to
hear from Matt Townsend of KSL radio/TV who will
speak to us about overcoming conflict and building unity.
We will hear from Greg Lebeci and Energy and Resource
Manager, on how turning off lights and building a
sustainable recycling program can save your district
money. We will hear from Todd Muir an Assistant
Custodial coordinator on preparing Custodial budgets.
This conference would be a great asset in helping you to
strategically plan for the upcoming year. Hope to see you
there.
MervBrewer -USCMA President
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Old School
West High

-

The Beginning

Salt lake City High school was first organized and opened on September 1,
1890 in the Fremont School building. By 1892, the Fremont became too small
for the number of students and the school was moved to a building in the
Clayton Block on State Street where it remained for five years. In 1897 the
school moved to the old National Guard Armory on Pierpont Avenue where it
remained until the fall of 1901 when fire destroyed that building. Gov. Wells
offered the free use of the vacant University of Deseret Buildings on First
North and 2nd West, the current site of the West High campus. The Board
later purchased this site from the State of Utah. The building that West
High School occupied in the beginning of 1902 had previously been the
University’s Main building. It having been constructed in 1884 was a 17,066
square foot structure. In 1912 due to increasing enrollment from the East
side of the city, the high school was separated and the East High School
moved into part of the 11th ward school (Bryant). Student population was
increasing and the old university building had grown obsolete so, in July, 1921,
contracts were let for the construction of a three-story, fireproof building.
The old building was torn down and the new building completed and occupied
in September, 1922.
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Custodial Perspectives
Clean Sweep article for Fresh Paint January 2010
The other day one of our custodians, we will call him “Brian” was walking in
the hall by the main office, a parent came over to him and told him she would like to tell
him about her daughter’s new fish bowl. She said that her daughter had just received a
new fish and with it all the things that go along with owning and caring for a pet like this,
one of these things being a snail to clean the algae off the inside of the glass bowl. She
told him that her 2nd grade daughter had named the snail “BRIAN” and she had asked her
daughter why she named her snail a name like that instead of a cuter snail type name. The
girl told her mother that it was because the snail cleans the fish bowl and that is what
“Brian” the custodian at her school dose.
As I heard this story it helped me realize a couple good attributes about this particular
custodian. First I thought it was great that a parent knew and recognized the custodian at
the school. This showed me that he must be visible and have interaction with the people
that come in to his school. Second, the 2nd grade girl knows her custodian and enough
about his job to name a pet after him that dose the same job…so to speak.
Interaction between custodians and the patrons at the school is very important. A positive
interaction with a person can be a very powerful thing, I heard a phrase before that says
“It is not the job you have that you will be remembered for, it is how you do the job you
have that people will remember you for. I believe that this family and this custodian will
always remember the snail named “Brian” because of the way this custodian is doing his
job.
Thank you “Brian” for being a good positive example for our department.
Just for the record having to knowing this custodian I don’t think the snail in any way
represents speed at which he works but we are watching that.
Robin Anderson
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Todd Muir, President Elect of USCMA was recently selected to serve on the
ISSA and the Cleaning Industry Research Institute (CIRI) Clean Standard:
K-12 Stakeholder Committee.
In June 2008, ISSA and the Cleaning Industry Research Institute (CIRI)
entered into a collaborative relationship for the purpose of engaging in an
independent research initiative the ultimate goal of which was, and
continues to be, the development of a Clean Standard for K-12 schools that
promotes a healthy and sanitary indoor environment that is conducive to
students' learning experience
Under this collaborative relationship, CIRI and its science team agreed to
conduct research on existing methodologies for measuring "cleanliness,"
baseline levels of cleanliness in K-12 schools, measurements of indoor
climate, settled dust loads, indoor surface sampling, and ATP plus bacterial
contamination measures. The CIRI research was initiated in the fall of
2009 and is expected to conclude in the spring of 2013.
This research will result in a recommended, uniform, scientific based
definition of "clean" from a public health perspective for K-12 schools that
is based on ATP meter(s) and is also premised on tens of thousands of
individual measurements taken in multiple school facilities across the
nation. This definition of "clean" is expected to be the cornerstone of the
Clean Standard: K-12.
The Stakeholder Committee will assist in the process of developing a
“standard” and non-prescriptive approach to maintaining K-12 educational
facilities in a sanitary and healthful condition that is conducive to the
students’ learning experience. The working title of this project is the “Clean
Standard: K-12”.
The Stakeholder Committee will provide review and comment on the draft
Clean Standard: K-12 at important junctures in the standard development
process. In this regard the Stakeholder Committee will provide an
additional layer of review to augment the work of the Development
Committee in developing the Clean Standard: K-12.

4

